PARTFOUR: THEHOPE






T1S OF FIRSTIMPORTANCE

» The gospel starts with the death, burial, and
resurrection of Jesus. The message of salvation,
therefore, contains more than just Jesus' goodness,
wisdom, or charity - there is an essential supernatural

component.

* The hundreds of witnesses, as well as the testimony of
scripture, give great validity to the claims of Jesus. Even
though He was a “nobody” from Galilee, He changed
the world and paved the way for victory over death.







[TEITHER BRINGS PURPOSE OR FUTILITY

* You cannot have it both ways: either everybody can be
raised or nobody can be raised. If Jesus was not raised
from the dead, then we are in a hopeless condition. His
resurrection guarantees that victory is available to all.

« What is the point of Christianity without the
resurrection? Did we at least “live a good life"? Was it
better than the alternative? Absolutely not! We are the
most pathetic people ever if we have hoped for eternal
life. We are ultimately meaningless creatures.







HE DEFEATED THE LASTENEMY

o The "first fruits” represents the entire harvest to be
enjoyed (Leviticus 23:9-11). As Christ was risen, so shall
we in due time.

« Remember that death is an enemy, and it needs to be
abolished. It is the main feature of a fallen, broken
world; the first and foremost result of sin.

* By conquering death, Jesus paved the way for the rest
of us to join Him.







| DON'THAVE TO KNOW EVERYTHING

* Questions are normal, but be prepared to not get them
all answered. Someone who has never eaten a certain
kind of food can only understand it in so many ways
without personal experience. So, too, the resurrection is

enigmatic to us. Let mysteries be mysterious (v. 51, 1
Cor. 13:12, Deut. 29:29).

 The resurrected body is characterized by a few
important, distinguishing features: it is glorious,
imperishable, and specifically adapted for an eternal,
heavenly existence.




